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Headteacher’s Update 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We have reached the end of what has been a difficult and, for many, a traumatic school 

year. The impact of the pandemic on the wellbeing of our students should not be 

underestimated. The same can be said for families and staff. For some there has been family 

tragedy and my sympathy goes out to all affected. The challenges we have all faced have 

been significant and varied, from learning how to manage blended lessons, establishing 

routine testing both in school and at home and the logistics of working in bubbles, with the 

routines for personal safety such as masks and hand hygiene. Students in Years 11 & 13 and 

staff have had to deal with the establishment of TAGS(Teacher Assessed Grades) and the 

associated stress and I will be writing separately to parents of these students later to clarify 

the exam results and appeals systems. 

 

What has made me both incredibly proud and impressed, has been the way in which your 

children have all risen to the challenges and enabled learning to continue with minimal 

disruption. I also want to take the opportunity to thank my colleagues both in the classroom 

and beyond for their tireless efforts throughout the pandemic. They have always put the 

best interests of the students first and have worked hard to support and develop every 

individual. What is also clear from this Newsletter is that we are moving back towards a 

‘normal’ QEGS experience and will, hopefully, be able to start the new academic year with a 

return to the vibrant, engaged and dynamic community that we cherish and enjoy under 

normal circumstances. From chickens to snowflakes, that is the kind of diversity we do best! 



For next year we are planning a return to routine in terms of many disrupted areas of school 

life, subject to any changes in government guidance. This will include a return to the normal 

structure of the school day which, for current Year 7 and those of us who can’t remember, 

looks like this: 

8.50 – 9.10  
Registration  
9.10 – 9.45  
Lesson 1a 
9.45 – 10.20  
Lesson 1b  
10.20 – 10.35  
1st break  
10.35 – 11.10  
Lesson 2a  
11.10 – 11.50  
Lesson 2b  
11.50 – 12.05  
2nd Break  
12.05 – 12.40  
Lesson 3a  
12.40 – 1.20  
Lesson 3b  
1.20 – 2.25  
Lunch  
2.25 – 3.05  
Lesson 4a  
3.10 – 3.45  
Lesson 4b  
 

We will also provide changing facilities for students for PE and Games lessons, so full 
uniform should be worn at all other times. Please check the uniform guidelines on our 
website for full details. Sixth Form students should follow their guidelines, also on the 
website. Face coverings will no longer be required from next term, but students and staff 
will be free to wear them if they choose. The school one way system and bubbles will be 
scrapped, in line with current government guidance, but the expectation that we walk on 
the left along every corridor and stairway will continue. We will retain the practice of using 
sanitiser and wiping desks after lessons to ensure that the good habits established in recent 
months continue and help to reduce infection of coronavirus along with many other 
infections, particularly important during the winter months. Restrictions on movement at 
breaks and lunchtimes will also be either removed entirely or relaxed as we head back to the 
fully inclusive community we value so much. I also hope to see a full return of the various 
clubs and activities, some of which have already started. Lockers will also be provided again, 
so no more lugging rucksacks around.  
 
We have been instructed to carry out another two rounds of LFT testing in September, 
however. This should be the final testing in school. We will aim to complete this over the 
first full week of term, but will start with some older students on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd 
September.  



 

If you recall we have two staff inset days on Wednesday and Thursday of that week and Friday is 

induction for Years 7 & 12, so only those students will be in school on the Friday. Buses will be 

running on Thursday and Friday, though and I will ask some students to attend solely to test and 

then return home. I will issue further guidance on this separately before the end of term. What is 

important to emphasise is that we do need consent from you to test your child and an electronic 

form is available now through this link:  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=FcnM5kABaEOXXfXGhGQ0vxcHlS9mrbdErzPFb3V1KHFUMEVSWTYzWFk1S1dWUUxTNFFWU1JTU
EdFRi4u 
 
Please complete this as quickly as possible and preferably before the end of term. Guidance from 

DfE is that regular asymptomatic testing is not required over the summer holiday but should 

continue until the end of term. We think all students have sufficient kits to do this at least. 

Obviously it will take a few days for every student to be tested at the start of term, so it is important 

that your child retains at least one kit to 

use the evening before they return to 

school in September. The school will also 

stop taking responsibility for tracing close 

contacts from September and this will be 

done entirely through NHS Track & Trace.  

The arrangements for the last day of term, 

Friday 16th July, are copied below. Buses 

have been arranged for 1pm for a slightly 

earlier end of the day.  

It has been an exacting year and the pace 

and challenge have not let up, even as we 

near the end. I wish everyone a relaxing 

and enjoyable summer break. I hope you 

are able to make the most of the 

continued lifting of restrictions and 

manage to spend time with friends and 

family, perhaps for the first time in 

months. I am, like all of my colleagues 

within school, ready for a break, but I am 

also looking forward to leading QEGS, 

freed next term from restrictions and limits and getting back to the environment where there are no 

restrictions on making every child excel. 

Best wishes 

Mr Buckland 

Registra-
tion 

  

As normal for all years. 
  

Period 1 

  

Timetabled lessons as normal. 

Break 

  

Break as normal. 

Period 2 

  

Timetabled lessons as normal. 

Extend-
ed 

Break 

  

Break starts as normal for each year group. 
  
11.35am Year 7 Food 
11.45am Year 8 Food 
11.55am Year 9 Food 
12.05pm Year 10 Food 
  

12.15pm Tutor Period 
  
  

  
12.50pm 

12.55pm 

  
  
1pm 

  
Year 7 & Year 8 Dismissed 
Year 9, 10 & 12 Dismissed 
End of term for all staff. 
  
Buses leaving at 1pm 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FcnM5kABaEOXXfXGhGQ0vxcHlS9mrbdErzPFb3V1KHFUMEVSWTYzWFk1S1dWUUxTNFFWU1JTUEdFRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FcnM5kABaEOXXfXGhGQ0vxcHlS9mrbdErzPFb3V1KHFUMEVSWTYzWFk1S1dWUUxTNFFWU1JTUEdFRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FcnM5kABaEOXXfXGhGQ0vxcHlS9mrbdErzPFb3V1KHFUMEVSWTYzWFk1S1dWUUxTNFFWU1JTUEdFRi4u


 

Governor News 

 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

A difficult and stressful school year is finally drawing to an end. The Governing Board 

would like to start with a ‘thank you’ to all parents and students, who have supported 

the school in many ways, most importantly by trusting QEGS and keeping a high 

attendance, despite the pandemic and the safety worries it has brought. Another sign 

of the support from the school community was during the whole school testing in 

March, when far more parents than needed volunteered to help out with the return to 

school. I was there during the testing, and was very impressed by how well behaved 

and composed all the children were, a real credit to both their parents and the school. 

 

Since then, we have had another round of Covid testing in school, where it looked like 

we would once again manage to avoid mass isolation (since nobody tested positive) 

but unfortunately the transmission has risen in the community and children are now 

self-isolating in numbers we haven’t experienced before. As the vaccine roll out 

continues it will be a better situation with lower community transmission when the 

new school year starts and I would like to take the opportunity to consider what 

positive things have come out of this period and look forward to the next academic 

year. 

 

New IT systems had to be put in place, originally because of blended online learning 

due to Covid and we can now benefit from better school to home communication with 

Edulink, and a more effective way of holding Parents Evenings. We are providing 

Discovery Days, Year 5 Open Evenings and 6th Form Open Evenings online, and though 

nothing can substitute actually coming into QEGS, as a supplement and something to 

consider at your own pace, these ways of presenting QEGS will continue to be very 

valuable in “normal” times.  

 



 

 
Assuming restrictions are lifted by September we will once again be able to fully start 

all the various extra-curricular activities, which are very valuable to help the children 

enjoy their time in school and give them a fuller opportunity to develop into rounded 

young adults. Sports competitions will become the norm again, giving further focus to 

the training and excitement during matches. Mentoring and interaction between year 

groups will start taking place, and I know that especially for Year 7 it has been a loss 

not to get to meet older children and learn from the ‘general QEGS experience’. 

 

Bigger events, such as presentation evenings, drama productions, school concerts, and 

end of term services will again provide a point of celebration for all the talent there is 

at QEGS. One of the few privileges as chair of governors is a front seat during the end 

of term of services, and for me they are one of the social highlights of QEGS’s year. 

These activities were all more or less taken for granted before the pandemic, but now I 

will certainly value them the way they deserve, after having missed them for a year 

and a half. 

 

I started with a ‘thank you’ to parents and students, and on behalf of the governing 

board I would like to end with a huge ‘thank you’ to all staff in QEGS, from the 

leadership team, to admin and practical staff, and of course the teachers. They have 

shown a strong commitment to QEGS and real resilience and a willingness to adapt as 

changes happened with very short notice. 

 

I hope you all will have a happy, healthy and relaxing summer holiday, and wish all our 

A-level students and other students leaving the best for the future. The Governing 

Board looks very much forward to welcoming both new and current students to QEGS 

in September. 

 

Tine Boving Foster on behalf of the Governing Board  

 
 



 

Friends of QEGS NEWS 
 
It has been a mixed year from a fundraising point of view. On the one hand, your support of 
the Numbers Club has been fantastic and we sold a record 172 tickets. Online booking of 
numbers for next year is already up and running so please do follow this link if you’d like to 
support the Club and …. best of luck!  https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BADM 
 
Our whirlwind raffle for an iPad, very generously donated by Colin and Emma Aimers of 
Kingmoor Consulting, will be drawn on Friday 16th July. At the time of writing we have 
already raised over £1,000 so THANK YOU!! to everyone who has bought a ticket.   
 

From an event point of view, it has been another disappointing year. We as a committee 
spent a lot of time organising what was to be our first Car Boot Sale and then, sadly, had to 
cancel it when the Covid restrictions weren’t quite lifted in time. We hope very much that 
we will be able to hold the event next year, as we think it could be a fun and sociable way to 
get our school community together and make a bit of money at the same time.  
 

Hopefully the next academic year will be back to life before Covid. We are planning to hold 
the Christmas Fair nice and early this year, on Friday 19th November, hopefully around the 
time when we all feel it’s time to start panicking about buying presents. The event was 
lovely two years ago and we hope you’ll join us. After that, we are keeping our fingers 
crossed for things like Quiz Night, helping out at Leavers’ evening and just generally trying to 
do our bit towards the school.  
 

If you would like to join us, the first FQEGS meeting of next term is planned for 7.30pm 
on Thursday 9th September in the Colin Birnie building where we will be trying to put 
together a calendar of events for the coming year and just say a long overdue hello to each 
other in person. It would be great to see you if you can spare the time and would like to 
come along! Of course, we all have varying amounts of time and energy for committees and 
fundraising but any help is always very welcome; whether you join in by taking a number for 
the Numbers Club, by buying a raffle ticket, by coming and helping with refreshments at a 
leaver’s do or by braving a sausage butty at the Car Boot sale. No pressure at all but 
everyone’s welcome.  
 

Best wishes for a warm, dry and sunny summer!!  
 

Friends of QEGS  

 
 
 



Mathematical Challenge Success 
This March Finley Ilett and Wilfrid Teasdale have jointly been awarded the Kathy Duval 

award for success in the UK Maths Challenges as they now hold the most gold certificates in 

school, having accumulated a total of 9 gold certificates each in their five years at QEGS 

(plus one each from primary school); these amount a to gold in every challenge they 

entered apart from one.  

 

In the recent Senior Maths Challenge students were very successful with many gaining 

certificates as shown below.  Four students scored well enough to enter the next rounds, 

with Henry Teasdale entering the Kangaroo (a harder version of the maths challenge) and 

Finley Ilett, Wilfrid Teasdale and Arjun Sankar entering the Olympiad (which is harder still 

and involves written solutions). The three year eleven pupils did very well in the Olympiad, 

with Arjun and Wilf both achieving a merit and Finley an even more impressive distinction, 

this also enabled him to advance even further to the second round of the Olympiad (3.5 

hour competition consisting of four very challenging problems requiring full written 

solutions), where he performed well.  

 

In the recent Intermediate Maths Challenge students were also very successful with plenty 

of pupils again gaining certificates as shown below. Fourteen students scored well enough 

to enter the next rounds. Callum Crosher, Sarmad Khan, Hannah Kidd, Magnus Villadsen and 

Joel Vivian Thomas have all progressed to the year nine (Grey) Kangaroo. Natalya Cannon, 

Finn Mayhew, Jacob Rankin, William Siddle, 

Wilfrid Teasdale and Thomas Weng have 

progressed to the year eleven (Pink) Kangaroo. 

Arran Clement, Finley Ilett and Arjun Sankar 

(who impressively scored full marks) all achieved 

high enough scores to be entered into the 

Maclaurin Olympiad. These challenges will all be 

sat on the 18th March. 

 

Mr Conner 

Second in Maths 
Winners of the Kathy Duval award for success in the UK Maths Challenge 2021: 

Finley Ilett and Wilfrid Teasdale 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 13 
 

Gold 
Henry Teasdale 

 
Silver 

Lewis Grant 
James Rocca 

Thomas Knowles 
Sam Potter 

Andrew Bainbridge 
Finlay Macdonald 

 
Bronze 

James Hale 
Samuel Cooper 
Charlie Harding 
Jamaal Glanville 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 
 

Silver 
Freya Jamieson-Smith 

Nathan Walker 
Max Hamblin 

Josh Heathcote 
Daisy Gillon 
Sol Wood 

Ben Walker 
 

Bronze 
Jack Bowman 

Kian Cooper-Smith 
Thomas Stevens 

Yusuf Baig 
Ella Orchard 

Alasdair Evans 
Emily Siddle 
Abbie Wilson 

Amelie Marshall 
Niamh Ryan 

Daniel Davidson 
Kate Dawson 
Tara Fallahi 

Alice Fidalgo-Hull 
Benjamin O’Dowd 
Benjamin Willis 

Logan Cowan 
Ethan Ross 

Mahathi Varma 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 
 

Gold 
Finley Ilett 

Arjun Sanker 
Wilfrid Teasdale 

 
Silver 

Thomas Weng 
Will Egglestone 

Finn Mayhew 
Elizabeth Reid 

Olivia Errington 
Matthew Pullan 

 
Bronze 

Annie Egglestone 
William Siddle 
Medhini Varma 

Ethan Burne 
Elina Saha 

Arran Clement 
Isaac Dalton 

Matthew Noble 
Jacob Rankin 
Oliver Findlay 
Avery Bolton 
Ollie Judge 

Daisy Bagshaw 

Senior Maths Challenge November 2020 

Congratulations 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 
 

Gold 
Arjun Sankar 
Arran Clement 

Finley Ilett 
Wilf Teasdale 
Thomas Weng 
William Siddle 
Jacob Rankin 

Natalya Cannon 
Finn Mayhew 

 
Silver 

Oliver Findlay 
Daisy Bagshaw 

Fiona Kirkpatrick 
Medhini Varma 
Will Egglestone 

 
Bronze 

Ewan Nicolson 
Elina Saha 
Dylan Hind 

Matthew Noble 
Amy Paul 

Eva O’Connor 
Matthew Pullan 

Alexa Weymouth 
Oliver Hanning 
Hana Ghaith 

Olivia Forrester 
Charlotte Burgess 

Ibrahim Arif 
Elizabeth Reid 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 
 

Silver 
 

Carys Ilett 
Grace Monkhouse 

Abi White 
Dylan Romanis 

Taylor McCombie 
Cameron Cowan 

Daria Nik 
 

Bronze 
 

Harper Short 
Ellen Watson 

Alasdair Grant 
Henry Yang 

Holly Borradaile 
Amber Fletcher 

Pippa Shay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 
 

Silver 
 

Sarmad Khan 
Joel Vivian Thomas 
Magnus Villadsen 
Callum Crosher 
Hannah Kidd 

 
Bronze 

 
Amy Graham 
Shaun Paul 
Jessica Liu 

Akshay Dharmrajan 
Evie Baldwin 

Xanthe Melling 
Amara Rose 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intermediate Maths Challenge February 2021 

Congratulations 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupils who achieved gold in the intermediate maths challenge: 

Finley Ilett, Wilfrid Teasdale, Thomas Weng, Jacob Rankin, Arjun Sanker, Finn Mayhew, Natalya Cannon, William Siddle, 

Arran Clement 

Pupils who reached the senior mathematical Olympiad:  

Finley Ilett (who also reached the 2nd round), Arjun Sanker and Wilfrid Teasdale. 



 

Music Department – Exam Results 

 

A sincere congratulations to the following pupils who have worked extremely hard in 

a very trying set of circumstances over the past few months. It is always a pleasure to 

see and celebrate just how many pupils engage with music and take this further in 

their personal performance.  

 

A huge personal thanks from me to our peripatetic staff, music teachers and parents 

who have helped enormously with the success of these exams.  

 

Daniel Roberts 

Head of Music 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 

Kezia Nittala Grade 4 Piano Pass 

Mia Renwick Grade 3 Piano Distinction 

Anya Curran Grade 4 Piano Pass 

Year 8 

Jonty Hansford Grade 6 Singing Distinction 

Jonty Hansford Grade 6 Guitar Merit 

Sophie Dawson Grade 2 Singing Merit 

Lucy Harnwell Grade 1 Alto Saxophone Distinction 

Katie Rogers Grade 5 Piano Merit 

Luke Ellison Grade 3 Piano Distinction 

Christian Muirhead Grade 3 Piano Distinction 

Peri Watson Grade 2 Flute Distinction 

Fiona Villadsen Grade 2 Clarinet Pass 

Pranjal Bhat Grade 5 Piano Merit 

Leah Rose Grade 2 Clarinet Merit 

Year 9 

Aiden McRoy Grade 2 Guitar Pass 

Sam Murray Grade 3 Singing Distinction 

Sam Murray Grade 4 Alto Saxophone Merit 

Magnus Villadsen Grade 3 Guitar Pass 

Darielle Hogg Grade 2 Flute Merit 

Hannah Kidd Grade 5 Piano Pass 

Hannah Kidd Grade 3 Saxophone Merit 

Year 10 

Amber Fletcher Grade 3 Singing Merit 

Carys Ilett Grade 5 Piano Distinction 

Grace Addison Grade 6 Singing Distinction 

Grace Addison Grade 5 Alto Saxophone Distinction 

Marcus Chappell Grade 4 Guitar Merit 

Jenny Mousey Grade 6 Piano Distinction 

Year 11 

Emily Airey Grade 3 Singing for Musical Theatre Distinction 

Prathit Bhat Grade 5 Flute Merit 

Martha Ord Grade 5 Theory Distinction 

Year 12 

Molly Linsley Grade 8 Saxophone Merit 

Year 13 

Millie Shepherd Grade 5 Theory Pass 

Molly Jervis Grade 8 Piano Distinction 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 

Edward Pickard ABRSM Grade 3 Piano - Pass 7AGM 

Louis Simpson ABRSM Grade 4 Flute – Merit 7EW 

Year 8 

Alexandra Harbach ABRSM Grade 3 Piano - Pass 8JD 

Peri Watson ABRSM Grade 2 Flute - Distinction 8MA 

Isla Birch Trinity Grade 4 Piano - Merit 8MA 

Isobel Palmer ABRSM Grade 3 Flute - Pass 8FW 

Jonty Hansford ABRSM Grade 6 Alto Sax - Merit 8JD 

Jonty Hansford ABRSM Grade 4 Piano - Merit 8JD 

Pranjal Bhat ABRSM Grade 5 Violin - Distinction 8FW 

Hannah Saudek ABRSM Grade 1 French Horn - Distinction 8JD 

Hannah Mead ABRSM Grade 3 Singing - Merit 8JD 

Year 9 

Zoe Nelson ABRSM Grade 4 Singing - Merit 9SC 

Tom Dawson ABRSM Grade 3 Singing - Merit 9PCR 

Tom Dawson ABRSM Grade 5 Piano – Pass 9PCR 

Hannah Kidd ABRSM Grade 3 Saxophone – Merit 9ME 

Year 10 

Ben Rodley Trinity Grade 6 Drums - Distinction 10AL 

Marcus Chappell ABRSM Grade 5 Guitar - Merit 10CFB 

Rama Moukarram ABRSM Grade 5 Theory - Pass 10RP 

Carys Ilett ABRSM Grade 5 Theory - Distinction 10RP 

Jenny Mounsey ABRSM Grade 8 Clarinet - Pass 10AL 

Georgia Mead ABRSM Grade 8 Oboe - Pass 10AL 

Georgia Mead ABRSM Grade 6 Singing - Pass 10AL 

Georgia Mead ABRSM Grade 8 Piano – Merit 10AL 

Year 11 

Fiona Kirkpatrick ABRSM Grade 6 Piano - Distinction 11DW 

Fiona Kirkpatrick ABRSM Grade 7 Cello - Merit 11DW 

Medhini Varma ABRSM Grade 6 Singing - Distinction 11DW 

Year 12 

Natalie Harbach ABRSM Grade 5 Piano - Pass 12DC 

Tom Stevens ABRSM Grade 3 Piano - Pass 12SSJ 

Liza Dangerfield ABRSM Grade 5 Theory - Pass 12SI 

Mahathi Varma ABRSM Grade 7 Singing – Distinction 12SI 

Elisa Liptrot ABRSM Grade 8 Piano – Pass 12JW 



 

Summer End of Term Service 
 

 
 

 
As we move towards the final weeks in the schoolhouse, it has, once again, given the 
pupils and staff a chance to produce a pre-recorded End of Term Service.  
 
Once more pupils and staff have tirelessly rehearsed and filmed in St. Andrew’s 
Church and the schoolhouse to stitch together what we hope will be a joyful way to 
celebrate the successes of this term. This recording has tried in its’ musical nature to 
be more up-beat to reflect the bible readings which are centred on letting go of the 
things you cannot control. Again, I am reminded of the selflessness and resilience of 
the School’s pupils and staff and offer my personal thanks and gratitude. 
 
There have been some splendid performances in this recording and it would be nice if 
you could support our pupils and staff by tuning in to the performance and sharing 
these with your family and friends. 
 
Please join us on the school website and social media pages on Friday 16th July for our 
airing of Queen Elizabeth Grammar School’s Summer End of Term Service. 
 
Mr D R Roberts  
Head of Music 
 
 
 
 



 

Fundraising 

As a group of Year 11 students now on our summer break, we have been completing a 

fundraising clean-up in the Lake District. Having recently finished our GCSE assessments, we 

decided to spend our newly found free-

time fundraising for a lifesaving Cumbrian 

charity. We decided that an enjoyable 

way to do this would be to collect rubbish 

and litter from the Cumbrian fells. We are 

raising money for the Great North Air 

Ambulance Service and our fundraising 

has already passed the £1000 mark.  

 

Our team consists of: Medhini Varma, Amy Paul, Fiona Kirkpatrick, Sarah Muir, Annie 

Egglestone and Eve Baxter. We had intended to climb and clean up 30 fells in 30 days, 

walking some fells independently and coming together to do others as a group. By the end 

of the challenge, we realised that we had surpassed our target and had ended up walking a 

total of 42 fells within the month. Sarah started her summer holidays (and the challenge) by 

climbing Carrock Fell, Milton Hill and High Pike. On the 30th of June, four of us (and one 

dog!) finished the challenge by tackling our highest fell on the list – Skiddaw.  

 

With the easing of lockdown restrictions and 

constraints on traveling abroad, there has been an 

influx in tourism in the Lakes recently. This has 

consequently caused a surge in the amount of 

litter being left on the fells and in the surrounding 

areas. We all enjoy walking on the fells and it’s 

very disappointing to see people not taking their 

litter with them and ruining the natural landscape. 

 

You can support our challenge and the Great North Air Ambulance Service by visiting 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/30-fells-in-30-days.  

 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/30-fells-in-30-days


 

Science on Stage Europe Success  
 
During the summer term, a group of enthusiastic 
year 12 students have embarked on a project in the 
science department investigating the effects of 
changing conditions linked to climate change on the 
formation of snowflakes. The project is being led by 

Dr Ireland and 
Dr McConkey. The students initially developed a simple 
model for making snowflakes in the lab using everyday 
materials and visualised with a mobile phone.  The first 
part of the project involved creating a supersaturated 
humid environment, which can be cooled to between -
50C and -15oC. Using a length of cotton as a nucleation 
site for the snowflakes to grow on. Over a period of 10-
15 minutes crystals can be visualised by eye or with a 
microscope app on their mobile phones.   

 
Students researched the 
scientific evidence for 
indicators of climate change 

we could use in the lab. They concluded that evidence indicated 
that the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are set to rise 
over the next 50 years by 2%. Even with the world’s growing 
international compliance, co-operation, and legislation the current 
levels of carbon dioxide will increase even further over their 
lifetime. It has been found that for every 1-degree increase in 
temperature the air humidity can increase by up to 4%. This means 
that the atmosphere can hold much more moisture, combined with 
the more extreme temperatures expected in the UK and beyond we 
can expect more significant extreme weather events and we 
wondered if the type of snow will change and the impact here locally in Cumbria.  

 
The project has now developed further into creating a growing 
chamber for investigating the differences in size and shape of the 
snowflakes with differing atmospheric conditions. The students 
have designed and are 3D printing the freefall snowflake 
chamber in DT. Also, constructing and programming sensors for 
carbon dioxide, humidity and temperature to monitor the 
conditions within the chamber.    

 
*Please Note group work was limited to 15 minutes and photos were taken when masks were not compulsory in schools 



During the forthcoming autumn term we are all set up to collect and analyse our data 
ready for the presentation in January at the Association of Science Education 
conference in Sheffield. The project has now been selected as one of 6 projects to 
represent the UK at Science on Stage Europe in Prague in March 2022.This is a great 
achievement for the students and staff involved.    
 
If you have tried this at home please send any pictures of your snowflakes/machines/
crystals to Dr Ireland. 

Making snowflakes:  Instructions 

Equipment, 500ml empty water bottle, sewing pins, sponge, paper-

clip, length of cotton, salt and ice, 1 litre jug (or stryofoam cups), 

hot water, scissors and sellotape. 

1) Remove the label and cut the bottom off the bottle carefully 

about 2cm from the bottom. 

2) Put a small hole through the middle of the bottom of the 

bottle (CAREFUL) 

3) Cut a length of cotton and secure a paperclip to one end. 

4) Cut the sponge to fit inside the bottom of the bottle with a 

small hole in the middle 

5) Secure the sponge into the bottom of the bottle with sewing 

pins 

6) Thread the cotton through the hole in the sponge and the lid 

so the paper clip would hang about 5-7cm from the lid of the 

bottle secure with sellotape 

7) Place a mixture of crushed ice cubes and plenty of table salt 

into the jug, stir well, and secure the upturned bottle into the 

middle. 

8) Soak the sponge in recently boiled water- (not dripping) 

9) Secure the bottom of the bottle to the rest of the bottle with 

sellotape. Make sure the thread and paperclip are not touch-

ing the sides/bottom 

10) Watch and wait! (10-15 mins). The crystals will form in the 

bottom third of the bottle and can be visualised by eye or with 

a microscope app on a mobile phone.  



 

Successful Earth Science Fieldwork  
 

It was great to finally carry out some fieldwork, a key element of the subject which 
has been missing due pandemic. 

 

The Year 12 Earth Scientists 
(Geography, Environmental 
Science and Geology) completed 
a range of days which included a 
visit to Cartmel, a glacial walk up 
Helvellyn and a biodiversity study 
in Whinlatter Forest. 

 

The Year 9 and 10 geographers all 
investigated how Keskedale Beck 
changes downstream. 3 of the 4 days were spectacular sunshine, unfortunately 9PCR 
and 9ME had to endure wet and cold weather, but they did so with great resilience. 

 

Mr Douglas  
Head of Earth Sciences  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
Well done to 38 Year 11 students who 
returned to school after half term to 
complete their cancelled expedition 
from summer 2020. The students 
worked well with their instructors and 
all received positive feedback at the 
end of the week. 

 

Huge congratulations to Holly Veitch for completing her gold award. 

 

Congratulations  to the following students for completing their bronze awards, 

 

Year 13 

Samuel Almond, Niamh Connolly, Samuel Cooper, Lewis Grant, Charlie Harding, Ellie 
Weston and Jessica Woof.  

 

Year 12 

Angus Bibby, Lewis Brown, Kian 
Cooper-Smith, Logan Cowan, Daniel 
Davidson, Alice Fidalgo-Hull, Daisy 
Gillon, Elisa Liptrot, Amelie Marshall, 
Daniel McAlea and Gwyneth Melling.  

 

 

Year 11 

Jessica Brown, Alexander Leslie, 
Hannah Potter and James Shephard.  
 
 
 



 

Library News 

Harry Potter Decorate Your Door Competition 

 

In June we took the opportunity to celebrate Harry Potter 

Book Night in school, which had been postponed from its 

usual date in February. 

 

This year’s magical theme was 

Diagon Alley and students were 

invited to decorate their form 

room door using the shops of 

Diagon Alley for inspiration. 

 

The competition was fierce and we enjoyed a wonderful 

lunchtime walking round school, looking at all the fantastic entries from across the 

year groups. It certainly made judging our favourites very 

difficult! 

 

The winning forms were: 

 

7SLC – Wiseacre’s Wizarding 

Equipment 

8FW – Quality Quidditch Supplies 

9SC – Slug and Jigger’s Apothecary 

10CFB – Florean Fortescue’s Ice Cream 

 

 



 
Spellbinding 2021 

This year’s winner of the Cumbria Secondary Schools annual Book Award is 

Wranglestone by Darren Charlton. Aimed at upper KS3 students it is a post-

apocalyptic zombie story set in the American wilderness. Love blossoms and a dark 

secret is revealed in an action-packed and thought-provoking thriller. 

 

A wonderful group of nine Y8 students, 

along with groups of students from 

secondary schools across Cumbria, took 

up the challenge to read 10 carefully 

selected current fiction titles, reflecting 

an array of different genres and a mix of 

debut and more established authors. All 

students taking part then voted for their 

favourite to finally reveal the winning 

title. 

 

Some of our students’ comments about Wranglestone: 

“Two boys bravely fight to restore peace and justice to 

their home lake. This is a story of friendship, trust, 

love, adventure and bravery” 

“I liked this book because it was dramatic and very 

adventurous” 

“It’s good. I like the sense of constant danger” 

 

All shortlisted titles are now available to borrow from 

the library 

 

 



 
 

Year 10 Food and Nutrition  
 

Mrs Buckland’s Year 10 Food and Nutrition group recently learnt the skill of jointing a 
chicken with school chef Mr Crawshaw.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Electronics Club 

 
 
 

Bake Sales 
 

7AGM has had 2 bake sales with yummy cakes and bakes. Some of the pupils baked 
the cakes and some sold them. The other year 7 forms enjoyed the bakes and the 
money raised went to the NHS and the RSPCA. 

Cecily Shaw 

 
 
 
 



 

 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT QEGSPENRITH 

 

 

      FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AT @QEGSPENRITH 
  

          

        FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @QEGSPENRITH 

 

Student Commendations 

Commendations have been awarded to the following students: 
  
Deputy Headteacher’s Commendations 

Oliver Wright 7OPJ  
Ethan Robinson 7OPJ  
Charlie Seel 7OPJ  
Fearne Winder 7SLC  
Jamie Fears 7OPJ  

 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 

Amina Arif 7OPJ 
Zahren Shah 7OPJ 
Han Fei Weng 7OPJ 
Scarlett Gibson 7OPJ 
John Evans 7OPJ 
Josie Wright 7BH 
Megan Rushton 7BH 
Finley Barker 7BH 

 
 
Sadie Pearson 7BH 
Maddie Burke 7BH 
Sarah Thompson 7BH 
Harry Teasdale 7BH 
Freya Lennon 7SLC 
Lily Crone 7SLC 
Archie Harding 9ME 



Diary Dates 
 

 August/September 2021 
 
 Tuesday 31st August— Year 11 Prom  
 Friday 3rd September —NEW Year 7 Discovery Day & Year 12 Induction  
 Monday 6th September—Autumn Term Commences & School Photos  
 Wednesday 8th September — Year 13 Prom  
 Wednesday 22nd September— Year 13 Law Society Trip (Edinburgh)  
 Friday 24th September — Sponsored Walk  
 
 
  

 
For more events and up-to-date calendar information, visit the homepage of the school 

website and access the 
 School Calendar via Google Live which is regularly updated 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD STAMPS WANTED 

Please could everyone keep handing in their old stamps to be donated to 

the North Air Ambulance. Please could you make sure to keep a cm of 

the envelope around the stamp if          

possible.  

Thank you  

Mrs Johnston  

 


