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Headteacher’s Update 
 

We approach the end of the autumn term with a sense of relief that we have been 

able to operate a basically normal term for our students. For our younger students 

in Years 7 & 8 this term has been their first taste of QEGs under routine 

circumstances, or at least as close as has been possible for nearly two years. For all 

other year groups it has also been an important term. Lessons have returned to 

normal classrooms and the timetable has been reinstated. The relentless attention 

to practices such as ventilation, hygiene and mask wearing in corridors and 

communal areas has played a key role in making this resumption of routines 

possible. I would urge parents/carers to continue to test at home twice a week 

during the Christmas break. We recently received news that we will again be 

testing students upon their return in January.  

It has also been very pleasing to see so many clubs and activities open up again 

along with trips and visits. Much of this is explored in this edition of the newsletter 

and I am very grateful to colleagues for giving of their time and energy to run and 

organise the opportunities. These activities play a really important part of what it is 

to be a student at QEGS. I have been very pleased to see large numbers of students 

making the most of the choices available to them. I hope we will be able to 

continue in this vein next term. 

We were also able to hold our GCSE Awards Evening on 29th November, the first 

such event in two years. It was a great success and was possible because the year 

group spend each day together and parents were separated upstairs in the 

Methodist Hall. Unfortunately we have had to cancel the A Level Awards Evening as 

the ex-students would come from all over the country and would be travelling back 

in the days after the ceremony and this would not be desirable in the current 

circumstances.  



Continued… 
 

Carol Concerts will be going ahead as indicated in my earlier messages and we look 

forward to seeing parents at the evening service at St Andrews on the 14th 

December from 7pm.  

This term marks the departure of Dr Mawson as Deputy Headteacher, after just 

over 5 years as a key member of the Senior Leadership Team. Dr Mawson brought a 

vast amount of knowledge and experience to QEGS from her time in the north 

east. Her contributions to curriculum, reporting, examinations and timetabling, 

amongst other aspects of school life, will be sorely missed. We all wish her well for 

the future in her new exploits. Miss Smith and Mr Rosa have been temporarily 

promoted to the SLT while we search for a suitable long term replacement. 

I hope you all have a great Christmas break and are able to make the most of the 

slightly extended holiday. Staff will be in school from Tuesday 4th January for an 

INSET day and students return on Wednesday 5th.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr Buckland 



 

Governor News 

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Once again Christmas is drawing near; here is hoping for a better one than last year! 
We are at a strange point right now in regard to Covid, as some restrictions have just 
been re-introduced and it’s unclear what will follow, so let’s focus on the positives we 
have had this term. Sport fixtures, trips to theatres, normal school council, Children in 
Need events, QEGS Christmas Shopping Evening; all events we haven’t had for a while, 
and which have been enjoyed by all.  
 
This has been combined with a very detailed focus on the academic progress of each 
and every student at QEGS. One of our core values is to help children reach their 
highest potential and part of this means high expectations for all and target grades 
that are aspirational. Behind these big words there is a lot of hard work from both 
students and teachers, where we as parents only see the tip of the iceberg with the 
biannual reports we receive. Behind this is a sophisticated monitoring system to 
support the teachers in ensuring any extra support is given individually, as well as 
providing an overview at subject level, for year group, and with groupings such as 
gender and special educational need. 
 
Dr Mawson has been instrumental in setting up this system, as well as doing an 
excellent job with the timetabling. It is challenging to both accommodate the growing 
student numbers at QEGS with the various Covid requirements. Combined with this, 
she has also gained the trust of staff, students, and governors with her hard work and 
dedication to QEGS and it is with real sadness we see her leave. On behalf of the 
Governing Board, I would like to give her a big “Thank You” and wish her good luck in 
her new career – we will miss you! 
 
The focus on academic progress is combined with a careful pastoral programme, 
including activities to build resilience and coping mechanisms with an extensive 
support programme. Support is needed in all year groups, but especially the two 
youngest year groups, who haven’t had the normal experience of transition from 
primary schools, and the GCSE and A-level exam year groups are in need of extra care.  
 
 
 

 



Continued… 
 
 
 
For nearly two years the Governing Board has had to focus on handling Covid in regard 
to safety, blended learning, and possible economic consequences. Thanks to the 
fantastic work from the whole support team and School Business Manager, Mrs. Scott, 
QEGS has been as safe as possible and we have not suffered economically, so here is 
another big “Thank You”. On top of this they have managed to get a new, much more 
appetising, snack bar built and up and running. 
 
The Governing Board intend to get back to a more balanced perspective in this 
academic year, which means there is and will be more focus on “normal” education, 
which I am very happy about, and hopefully that will be the focus of one of the next 
newsletters. 
 
As always, I would like to end with a “Thank You” to all teachers and the leadership 
team. I feel like I’m repeating myself from earlier newsletters but they have once again 
gone beyond duty and showed the real care they have for the students, which is so 
important to help our children make the best of the difficult times.  
 
I’m aware that for some this could be a difficult time due to either not being able to be 
with loved ones or suffering bereavements, but I hope you all manage to make the 
best of it. For our students I hope they have fun, can relax, and recharge for next term. 
 
 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 
 
 
Tine Boving Foster on behalf of the governing board. 
 
 



 

Friends of QEGS NEWS 
 
 
 

Writing this on the first Sunday of Advent, with snow falling and the world looking 
suitably wintry and with the success of the Christmas Shopping Evening still very 
warm in our minds it seems an appropriate moment to write to say HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS from the FQEGS.  
It has been a great term for the FQEGS and we hope that that helps the community 
spirit for all of us. The Sponsored Walk was a good way to help out at a cheerful 
school occasion and then our Christmas Shopping Evening on 26th November was 
really brilliant. It was packed!! We apologise to all of you who obediently arrived 
hungry only to find we’d sold out of hot food by 7pm! The mulled wine stand very 
nearly ran dry. Those on the Tombola, raffle and refreshment stands needed a 
weekend to recover. And the stallholders all said what a fabulous evening they’d had 
with lots of people generously buying which, after the grimness of the last 18 months, 
was a real delight.  
What was so overwhelmingly warming about the whole evening was the coming 
together of all the elements of the QEGS community: SO MANY of you sent Tombola 
prizes and lots of people baked for the cake stall. Thank you to the school’s ground 
staff team who set us up so carefully and bore with our uncertainties and our many 
requests. And a big thank you to the many members of staff who gave up their Friday 
evening to come back in to work and support us. 
We really don’t think the evening could have gone any better and in total we made an 
enormous £1,850 towards the school minibus so we’re getting there with roughly 
£15,000 raised so far. THANK YOU to absolutely everyone who in any way contributed 
and … see you again next year!  
Just before signing off, the next FQEGS date for your diaries is Quiz Night on Friday 4th 
February. This is always a great evening with an excellent quiz set by the Senior 
Leadership Team and a real mix of people taking part. To find out more and make a 
booking please use the link https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BGXY 
 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM THE FRIENDS OF QEGS.  
 
 
 
 
 



Tennis 

 
On a cold Thursday morning four Year 9 girls woke up and got to school early . Setting of 
in the mini bus at 8 o'clock on the dot .After arriving at Silksworth Tennis Centre, 
Sunderland, the first matches began. Drop shots, lucky shots and some awesome volleys 
were played. Just losing our first matches against Royal Grammar School, 
Newcastle,   after tight rallies and games. Spirts were high but that wasn't enough.  We 
began our second match against the High School of Glasgow and unfortunately lost with 
some awesome doubles from both of the partners and amazing singles. But at the end of 
the day we ended up jn the top 16 teams in the UK. A great accomplishment and well 
worth the early wake. The team consisted of Ainara Cowan, Grace Errington, Hannah 
Mead and Tamsin Melling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Molly Shaw, who won a Book in a Jar 

competition as part of last term’s Cumbria Secondary Schools 

Book Award, called Spellbinding.  

Students from all schools taking part were invited to enter and 

Molly’s representation of Where the World Turns Wild by 

Nicola Penfold, was chosen as the winner. 

By winning the competition, Molly won a prize for the whole 

QEGS Spellbinding group which was a virtual visit from the 

author herself. The Spellbinders are Linus Boateng, Jonty 

Hansford, Alexander Johnson, Katie Rogers, Molly Shaw, Peter 

Stewart, Joshua Thornton, Fiona Villadsen. 
The group (now in Y9) re-united over a lunchtime just before 

half term when we were able to welcome Nicola, on screen, 

into the library. She was brilliant with the students, very warm and 

welcoming, putting them very much at ease from the start.  

Nicola talked about Where the World Turns Wild and about her second book, Between Sea and Sky, 

which is due to be published soon. They were able to ask lots of questions about her books, how 

she likes to write and about the publishing process itself. 

 
Molly says: “I am very pleased that I won 
the Book in a Jar competition for the school, 
as I put a lot of effort into it, but I didn’t 
expect to win! It was great to talk to Nicola 
Penfold and I know that the other students 
enjoyed it too. I can’t wait to read her new 
book as I enjoyed Where the World turns 
Wild. I would definitely recommend it, as it 
is very gripping and makes you want to 
know what happens next. Thank you to 
Nicola Penfold for giving us the opportunity 
to get to know her a little!” 
 

          Nicola Penfold and The Spellbinders

Spellbinding success and  

a virtual author visit! 

Molly’s Book in a Jar 



Geology Fieldwork 

 

On 23rd November, taking advantage of 
the unseasonably good weather, the 
year 12 geologists went to Armathwaite 
to practise skills from the classroom and 
to investigate the local country rock and 
the igneous intrusion.   
They were superb in putting to use that 
which they had learned in the 
classroom, and despite the 
overpowering smell of rotting fish (there 
are otters in the area, a definite positive, 
though the smell wasn’t) data was 
collected and the students visibly 
enjoyed putting into practice their 
theory. They added to their skills 
repertoire in measuring the strike and 
dip of the rocks using a compass 
clinometer, an important aspect of being 
a geologist.   
‘It was great to get out and transfer our skills into a real life situation’ said Sophie 

Glassford. Oliver Willets, who 
knows the area well, said, ‘It 
gave me a new view on 
Coombes wood’.   
Tom Rawle (pictured for scale 

at the base of the cliff) is keen 

to take his dad to the area to 

show him what he discovered. 

 

 

 



 
 

Schools Cup XC 

In the second round of the Schools cup XC event in Manchester we had 5 teams 
competing for the chance to race in the National final in Newquay. 

The Senior Girls team (Amelie Marshall 3rd, Gemma O'Dowd 4th, Grace Monkhouse 
6th and Natalya Cannon 17th) raced superbly and won the team race and therefore 
qualified for the final. 

The other teams all race well but didn't do enough to qualify, below are how the 
teams did -  

 

Junior girls - 11th 

Inter girls - 6th 

Inter boys - 5th 

Senior boys - 5th 

 

On an individual level, Ben O'Dowd in the senior boys was our highest placed finisher, 
coming 2nd in a close battle with a Sedbergh student. 

The girls race was in Newquay on Saturday the 4th of December.  



 

Senor Girls 11th in National XC Final 
 
 
 
The Senior Girls (years 11-13) travelled to Newquay to compete in the English Schools 
Cup XC Final.  This is a team event which they qualified for by winning the 2 previous 
qualifying rounds in Barrow and then in Manchester. 
The course in Newquay was an undulating course, which was made tougher by the 
cold, wet and windy conditions which made the course very muddy in places.  Amelie 
Marshal led the team home in a fantastic 25th position and she was backed up by - 
Gemma O'Dowd (47th), Grace Monkhouse (56th), Natalya Cannon (82nd) and Emily 
Hetherington (115th). 
These girls now turn their attention to trying to qualify to compete for Cumbria in the 
English School XC Championships in March, they will again have to race in a series of 
qualifying races to compete in this prestigious event. 
 



 

Year 11 Netball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Year 11 netballers (Rosie Airey, Rebecca Boving Foster, Lucy Dawson, Caitlin Denyer, Eleanor 
Henderson, Emily Hetherington, Esme Hodgson, Eve McKeown, Danielle Shepherd, Harper Short 
and Abi White) recently represented Eden in the Cumbria netball finals held at Sedbergh School. 
The team showed excellent levels of skill, teamwork and determination against some very strong 
opposition. Well done to all team members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

After School Club 
Craft club on Mondays and Tuesdays has been very popular. 
Projects completed include jewellery, needle felted animals, 
scrunchies, clay ornaments and tea light holders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After school wildlife club has had fun carrying out 
several environment based activities including 
studying the effects of plastic and setting up a 
plastic bottle lid collection point (in the library), 
studying the use of palm oil and assisting WWF 
scientists by counting walruses from space.  

 

 

 

Quiz club on Thursdays has demonstrated we have a batch of quizzing champions in 
our midst. 

 

All of these clubs are held in the library, from 4pm to 6pm.  

 

 
 
 



 

Year 9 Netball 

 

Sedbergh County Finals 
Yr9 QEGS girls qualified for the netball County Finals 2021. The squad consisted of Lily Balmer, 
Maya Bindloss, Isla Birch, Grace Errington, Isabel Hall, Matilda McTear, Hannah Mead, Tamsin 
Melling, Patience Pickard, Freya Taylor, and Peri Watson. We travelled to Sedbergh on the 17th 
November. We started off with a brilliant win against Caldew beating them 9:0 after full time. We 
played very well as a team in this match getting the ball to the net in less then 3 passes in some 
cases. After Caldew we had our hardest match of the day against Sedbergh. We knew they were 
going to be tough opposition but we stuck as a team and managed to keep possession well. 
Although we played well we sadly lost 11:2. Once we had had a break we were up against QES. This 
was a competitive match scoring end to end, the final goal in the last minute making it 7:6 to us. We 
played and defended well in this game making sure QES didn’t get a chance to regain the ball from 
us and always keeping possession when it was our centre pass. Up next we were against 
Cockermouth. We played very well in the first half where we gained most of our goals, winning 9:6 
in the end. Austin friars was out final match to qualify for the next round. We were down by quite a 
few goals in the first half, but during the second we had got our momentum back and started 
getting a few more in. Sadly we didn’t quite get enough losing 6:3 in the end. We ended up tied in 
second place, unfortunately losing out by goal average. 

Although we may have not qualified for the next round this year I’m sure as we progress as a team 
and build on this experience, we aim to qualify in the years to come.  

Written by Isabel Hall 9JD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Racy Ghyll Farm  
Writing Workshop 

 
Two students from Year 7 were chosen by 

the English Department to take part in a 

Writing Workshop at Racy Ghyll Farm on 

22nd November. The event was organised by 

Eden Schools Gifted and Talented Network 

and hosted by James Rebanks– shepherd 

and author of A Shepherd’s Life and English 

Pastoral and his wife, and soon to be 

published author Helen, with support from 

Education Officer Heather Devey, of Wild 

Intrigue.  

The students, Naoise O’Dea and Annie Millburn, were accompanied by Primary School Link 

Coordinator Mrs. Dawson, and the day kicked off with a farm walk led by James and Heather. 

During the walk the group used all of their senses to think about their surroundings, writing key 

ideas and notes which reflected on the location, as well as the experience of watching James 

and his sheepdog working one of his flocks of Herdwicks. 

Back down at the barn, the group then began to put together a rough poem or written 

response, based on the thoughts and ideas they had whilst on the walk. These ideas were 

shared, the idea being to write a collaborative poem based on individuals’ personal responses. 

After lunch and some down time 

outside, the group spent 45 minutes 

refining their own personal poems while 

James pulled together the collaborative 

piece. Naoise, Annie and even Mrs 

Dawson all wrote poems, having been 

inspired by the surroundings and guided 

by James’ explanation of the writing 

process. We hope you enjoy reading all 

of their work! 

 
 
 



Writing Workshop Continued…. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a Painting – Naoise O’Dea 

In a painting 

framed by grace 

where noise is gone 

and in its place 

scribbled trees and 

bracken thick, 

crisscross fences 

shadows slick. 

 

On a fellside 

marked by light 

where foxes prowl 

and hunt at night, 

nesting spots and  

breeding grounds, 

hurried streams and  

hoof beat sounds. 

Whispers of the North—Annie Millburn 

Top of the Lonning – Mrs  Dawson 

Through the gate, 

the landscape opens 

like a book. 

The fells, 

picture perfect and still. 

Waiting. 

A raven passes, 

its harsh call 

drawing my eye 

across the valley. 

A crowd of starlings, 

rising up 

over hot bodies, 

huddled 

on the frosty ground. 

The raven returns, 

tumbling back. 

Silent this time. 

Across the valley, 

the dull clang 

of metal striking metal. 



Dreams of Wimbledon 
 

In October 2019, Rex Castillo (7LT) 
spent a week in Lanzarote with an 
excellent tennis coach. 

Unfortunately, soon after, the world 
shut down and until recently Rex’s 
training has been massively 
disrupted. With that lack of coaching 
and practice he felt increasingly 
frustrated with the game and his 
weaknesses. 

This October Rex returned to 
Lanzarote to step up the training 
once more. Whilst there, Rex was 
invited to participate in the doubles 
tournaments which took place on 
Monday and Wednesday. He 
brought down the average age of 
the players immensely and all of the 
participants, who were 

multinational, were impressed with his abilities and Rex felt very grown up partnering 
with the adults and pensioners. He dreams of playing at Wimbledon but in the 
meantime he 
continues to chase his 
place on the Cumbria 
County Team and 
tennis is teaching him 
how to be a team 
player, social skills, 
how to cope with 
losing, what success 
feels like, 
commitment, work 
ethic and how to 
manage expectations. 

Well Done Rex! 



Book Buzz! 
 

Year 7 students were excited to receive their free 

BookBuzz books this week. In this scheme run by 

reading charity BookTrust, students are able to 

choose a free book of their own to keep. Students 

picked from a selection of seventeen titles, chosen 

by a panel which includes school librarians, teachers 

and other children’s reading experts.  

The books are carefully chosen to make sure there is 

something to suit all interests and reading levels, 

from keen readers to uninterested ones, and 

advanced readers to those for whom accessing books is a real challenge. 

The most popular titles 

amongst QEGS students 

included gaming fantasy 

adventure 

“Wonderscape” by 

Jennifer Bell; spooky 

thriller “The Haunting of 

Aveline Jones” by Phil 

Hickes; and “D-Day Dog” 

by Tom Palmer, about 

courage, war and family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hockey 
 

On Tuesday 12th of October the Year 11 Girls Hockey Team represented QEGS in the 
County Finals Tournament at Penrith. They played three matches across the 
afternoon. The other finalist teams were from Nelson Thomlinson School, who 
also progressed through from the north divisions of the 
tournament, and Windermere School and Kirkbie Kendal School who had won the 
previous round in the south of the county tournaments. QEGS’ first match was 
against Kirkbie Kendal, which they won 2-0 with both goals from Abi White. The 
second match against Nelson Thomlinson School was a closely fought game in 
which we had about five short-corners that we unable to convert and Nelson 
Thomlinson School took the victory 1-0. The third and final match was against 
Windermere, which QEGS scored two goals thanks to Eve Mckeown and won the 
game 2-0. QEGS had finished second in the tournament but sadly only the first placed 
team (Nelson Thomlinson School) progresses through to 
the North of England Finals in Manchester. Overall, QEGS are a very respectable third 
in the county.  
On Wednesday 13th October the Year 9 Girls’ Hockey Team represented QEGS in the 
County Finals Tournament at Penrith. QEGS had stormed through the games in the 
first round and were hoping to do the same again. They fought a tough battle 
against three very strong opposition teams, from Austin Friars, Sedbergh and Kirkby 
Stephen, all fighting for a place in the next round, the North of England Finals! 
Unfortunately, QEGS did not manage to achieve first place, but they did play 
fantastically well and are really honing their hockey skills, both individually and as a 
team. Overall, QEGS finished third in the county, which they definitely deserve -
 congratulations to the team and a huge thank you to Mrs Wilson for 
coaching hockey.   
On Tuesday 16th November boys in Years 7, 8 and 9 represented QEGS at the U14 
Boys County Hockey Tournament at The Lakes School in Windermere. We played 
against Kirkby Stephen Grammar School (KSGS) and The Lakes School (TLS), and 
Windermere School. The team consisted of: Matty Ostle (Captain), Adam Borradaile, 
Luke Ellison, Conall Jameison-Smith, Will Kellett, Oliver Dalton, Noah Hebblewhite-
Skyes, Will Holdsworth, George Potter, Johnathan Towner (Goalkeeper), and Hughie 
White. Jonathan had little experience of playing in goal in hockey, but his knowledge 
and skills from football transferred beautifully and he made some exceptional saves. 
The results of the games were as follows scores were KSGS 4 - QEGS 0 and TLS 3 - 
QEGS 0. QEGS improved their rates of possession as the tournament progressed and 
performed well under the constant pressure of both opposing teams, well done to 
the team! TLS and KSGS drew their game and both teams went through to the 
knockout stages held at Windermere School. The Lakes School are the U14 County 
Champions. 

 



 

Continued... 
On Tuesday 2nd November the Year 10 and 11 Boys Hockey Team travelled to 

Windermere School to compete in 

the County Tournament.  The team 

would like to thank 

Ahmed Abdelgallil for stepping in as 

goalkeeper the night before the 

tournament. He played fantastically 

well, especially considering his lack 

of previous experience, thank you 

Ahmed!  QEGS had time to watch the 

opposing teams play each other for 

the first game of the tournament. 

Their first match was against Windermere School and it started well, with some good 

passes and possession all the way until half-time.  The second half started and we 

played much better but sadly just as the match was coming to a close the other team 

scored to win the game. The second match against Kirkby Stephen Grammar School 

(KSGS) went slightly better 

than the first, and our 

play improved, we took less 

time on the ball 

and supported the ball 

carrier to advance the ball. 

Unfortunately, we were 

unable to convert many of 

our shots on goal and we 

began to lose possession in 

the second half, which KSGS took advantage of and scored three goals to win the 

game. Even after these defeats the team stayed in high spirits as it was an amazing 

opportunity to play against more challenging teams and improve our skills.   

 



U13 Girls County 6-A-Side Champions 
 
A large squad of keen footballers from y7/8 travelled to Carlisle to play in the county 

tournament organised by Carlisle United. The team came second in a round robin of 9 

teams, qualifying for the semi finals. A comfortable semi-final win led to a final 

against Trinity, who had beaten us 1-0 in a tight group game. However, the team 

upped their game and ran out 3-1 winners to become county champions. QEGS will 

represent Cumbria in the regional finals in the New Year. 

The team are also progressing well in the 11-a-side county cup, with comfortable 

wins against Kirkbie Kendal and Settlebeck, taking them into the quarter final. 

Earlier in the term, they also reached the final of the Carlisle schools 9-a-side cup, 

which will be played at Brunton Park at the end of the season. 

 

 
 
 
 



U18 Football City Cup Finalists 

Pictured is the U18 football team, dressed for the Children in Need charity match 
against the rugby team. The footballers were victorious in a penalty shoot-out, 
following a feisty 3-3 draw. 
Earlier in the season the team, led by Barney Pannone, travelled to the Carlisle 
Schools tournament. They topped the group, qualifying for an end of season final 
against Trinity school. 
Performances have been excellent this term, despite unlucky exits in both the county 
and national cups. 
 
Player of the term – Jake Preston. 
 
Most Improved player – Keaton Jackson. 
 
Team performance of the term – 3-0 victory at Kirkbie Kendal in National Cup. 
 
Individual performance of the term – Zak Dunn – first half hat-trick against Kirby 
Lonsdale. 
 
 
 



Gardening Club 
 
 
Members of gardening club in years 7 to 9 have been busy renovating the vegetable 
beds for next years growth and worked really hard building flowerbeds and installing 
seating in the school's new peace garden which hopes to be finished early next year. 

 



A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Tuesday 14th December at 7pm, the school will be hosting ‘Carols from QEGS’ at 
St. Andrew’s Church. This is a traditional service of Nine Lessons and Carols and is 
based on ‘Carols from King’s’ which is shown on the BBC each year. 
You will remember that during the restrictions of last Christmas the school produced 
a pre-recorded version of this type of service. This is still available to re-watch on the 
school’s website if you would like to. 
The last evidence that I can find of such an in-person, live service of that format from 
the school is from 1981 under the then newly appointed Head of Music Colin 
Marston. I also have a copy of a service booklet from the one the year before, which 
reads ‘Thirty-Second Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols’.  
As always, the pupils have responded to the challenge of this event with great 

enthusiasm and dedication. The return of seeing how committed our pupils are to 

these types of events has been a real pleasure to see. 

If you can come along to support us, tickets are available to buy through ParentMail 

at a cost of £8 per ticket with a £6 concession. These can then be collected from 

reception after purchase. 

The money raised through ticket sales will go towards the purchase of musical 

instruments in the music department and there will also be a retiring collection for 

money to go towards the charity Cumbria Family Support. 

The school, the pupils and I would greatly appreciate your support at this event. It 

promises to be an event which will put us in the Christmas spirit. 

 
Mr D R Roberts  
Head of Music 



 

 
Festive Poetry by George Pattimore (12DP) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A new rhythm 
Wandering  

through the Christmas fair  

Seeing  

all the people there 

Singing  

a carol or a few 

Eating  

a mince pie or two 

Wondering  

that it’s getting late  

Seeing that it’s half past eight 

Now I’m running to the gate 

Left  

the bread on to long.  

Festive anticipation                                                             

See them, hear them, knocking at the door 

The singers chant on the dim lit porch 

On the floor is a well-worn rug 

One reaches up, a rope to tug… 

Precipitation advent 
Come to our feast 

and dance like petals on our windowsill. 

The air is still 

bring your splendorous sights to our lawn 

this happy dawn. 

So sweep in through our door. 

  The child is born.                                                                                                      



 

Goodbye from Dr Mawson 
 

As I move onto a new role in January, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all 
the students and staff I have worked with over the last five and a half years. It has 
been a great privilege and honour to be part of QEGS and to work with the amazing 
community of the school. 
 
There have been too many highlights to mention them all but I have loved being part 
of such a unique school.  It is often easy to forget that things like the grandparents 
Christmas party and taking 900 students out on a ten mile sponsored walk are not 
common place to schools! 
 
I have valued being part of all the concerts and musical productions during my time at 
QEGS.  We have such talented students and it has been great to play in the orchestra 
and sing in the choir alongside them. 
 
Teaching maths, further maths and history has given me the opportunity to mix with 
lots of students and celebrate their success.  Along with the chance to take students 
on lots of different trips.  My favourite would have to be the year that the Senior 
Maths Team got through to the national finals in London and we were able to 
represent to school at such a high level, as well as some great experiences in 
London.  Perhaps less of a highlight, but just as memorable would be the trip to the 
Medical museum in Edinburgh, where all the trains home were cancelled presenting 
an interesting challenge for Mr Baines to work out how to get 90 students back to 
Penrith! 
 
Though there is the obvious need for academic focus, one of the great things about 
QEGS is the sense of fun among staff and students.  I’ve loved being part of charity 
challenges like dodgeball and the staff obstacle race, as well as the fun of leavers 
days, even when my entire office was decorated with pink sparkles and unicorns! 

 
Being part of the community response to the NHS need for scrubs, aprons and visors 
was fantastic.  So many students, staff and parents came together to respond with 
support to make necessary equipment, provide resources for the projects and to 
distribute the items to our local community.  It truly showed the spirit of the QEGS 
community. 

 



 

Continued... 
Parental support is one of the fantastic things about QEGS. The relationship between 
school and home is so important to support students and I have valued the 
connections I have made with our school community over the last five years. 
 
We are lucky to have such a supportive community of governors at QEGS who give up 
their time freely to champion the school.  I personally would like to thank them for 
the support, challenge and encouragement they have given me to continue to 
develop in my learning. 
 
QEGS would not be the place it is without the wonderful staff, students, parents and 
governors that I have had the pleasure to work with.   
 
This picture is one of my favourite inspirations by Louise Firchau, and I truly believe 
that it is something we should all keep in mind! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support, care and encouragement over the last five and a half 
years.  I wish all the best for the future of QEGS and its fantastic community. 
 
Elaine Mawson 



 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT QEGSPENRITH 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AT @QEGSPENRITH 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @QEGSPENRITH 

 

Diary Dates 
 January / February 2022 
 5th January  Spring Term Commences 
 12th January  Year 13 Parents Evening 
 18th January  Year 10 Parents Evening 
 28th January  Year 11 Citizenship Day 
 1st February  Sixth Form Open Evening 
 4th February  Friends of QEGS Quiz Night 
 10th February  Year 9 Options Evening 
 11th February   Year 9 Citizenship Day 
 

For more events and up-to-date calendar information, visit the homepage of the school website 
and access the 

 School Calendar via Google Live which is regularly updated 

OLD STAMPS WANTED 

Please could everyone keep handing in their old stamps to be donated to 

the North Air Ambulance. Please could you make sure to keep a cm of 

the envelope around the stamp if possible.  

Thank you  

Mrs Johnston  

 


