English Curriculum Content Overview:

Our Key Stage 3 programme of study is structured to be cumulative, so that knowledge and skills are
built on and re-visited over time with increasing depth, independence, and sophistication within a
vertical curriculum. Most strands have an overall reading or writing focus, but we also blend the two
to ensure students write like readers and read like writers. Whilst recognising that Key Stage 3 is a
distinct key stage, we also want students to finish Year 9 ready to start their GCSEs.

Curriculum Strands: Literary Heritage, Narrative and Story Telling, Shakespeare, Oracy, Non-fiction,

Classic Texts, Spelling, punctuation, grammar and vocabulary building
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Key Stage 4 — GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature
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We run a spaced learning curriculum at KS4, meaning that students study for two separate GCSEs
(Language and Literature) concurrently and that although the units are taught in larger blocks, the
material is covered relatively quickly and then revisited frequently throughout the two years. The idea
with spaced curriculums is to maximise memory retention, keeping all skills and knowledge ‘fresh’.
We follow the Edexcel specification.

Key Stage 5

At Sixth Form we offer two A Levels: Language (OCR) and Literature (Edexcel). Both subjects build on
the skills that students have developed at GCSE.



